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ARE YOU INTERESTED IN SADDLES ?

40 Different

Grades are

at your

Disposal

to choose

from at

121 Echague;

PICKETT HARNESS CO.,

Manila, P. I.

ROOKS THAT EVERY ONE SHOULD
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A Slogan that is worth while.

The Shoe that fits every foot.

THAT WEARS BETTER
and looks so good 3-011 invariably want

another pair. Once a wearer of Hike

Shoes you will never want to change.

You need them and we have what you

want.

AMERICAN SHOE STORE 1
32 Plaza Qoiti Manila, P. I. ^
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The voice of all the people ON the stage

The Choice of all the people OFF the stage

THE EDISON PHONOGRAPH
is the theatre, the opera, the drama, the

concert, the vaudeville—offering a greater

and more varied program than any theatre

in the world— and playing to the biggest

audience in the world.

Think of the stars of the drama and of

the headliners of vaudeville, right in your
own home theatre whenever you want them.

That's what it means to own the EDISON
PHONOGRAPH. And it means the sweet
toned, long playing AMBEROL records, the

four-and-a-half minute kind.

100 Escolta 100 Escolta

Write for catalogue.

When buying goods here advertised, please mention The Observer.



NEW BOOKS
Look at these standard books which every young men and young

woman should read.

HEKBERT STRANG'S LIBRARY
( "omi^risinu- o-reat Avorks of Biog'rapliy,

Travel, Fiction and Science.

This list in tine colored clotli covers

stanii)ed with ^old, four colored illustra-

tions printed on fine book paper.

Price of each FI.OO postage .24 ctvos.

Maxwell's Life of Wellington,
Scott's Ivanhoe,
Hawthorne's 'Wondek Book,
YouNGEs Book of Golden Deeds.
SouTHBY's Life of Nelson.
Lamb's Tales from Shakespeare.
Kallaniyne's Coral Island.

Louisa Alcott's Good Wives.

The same list jjiven above may also

be had in colored cioth covers, two colored
illustrations, printed on fine book paper.

Price .70 ctvos. Postajje .16 ctvos.

The same list j;'iven above may be had
in colored board covers, colored frontis-
piece, ^'ood book paper.

And in addition to the above list we have.

Quentin Porward by Sir Walter Scott
Tom Brown's School Days.
Kingston's True Blub

Price 50 ctvos. postage 12 ctvos.

HISTORK AL SERIES
Cloth covers stamped in colors, color-

ed illustrations, hit^-h quality book paper,

Price 90 ctvos. Postage 20 ctvos,"

Kogeb the Sc'jut
A Lion Heart
With the Black Prince.

Also the same books in board covers
stamped in gold and colors, colored
illustrations fine book paper.

Price .50 ctvos Postage .14 clvos.

THE WORLD AT WORK SERIES
Learn somet^ in"' aliout the jireat indus-

trial world. These books will teach yovi.

Colored stamped board covers, profusely
illustrated, fine book i)aper.

Price .50 ctvos., postage 10 ctvos.

A 'Visit to a Coal Mine,
A Day in an Iron Works,
A Day in a Ship Yard,
A Visit to a Woolen Mill,

A Day with Leather Workers.
A Visit to a Cotton Mill.

HOME AND ABROAD SERIES
Board and cloth covers stamped in colors,

jirofusely illustrated, heavy ])ook paper.

Price ,70 ctvos. Postage ,16 ctvos.

In School and Camp
Doing and Daring
Ashore and Afloat
Brave .4Nd True

SUNDAY BOOKCASE SERIES
Artistic Gift books. Beautiful colored

board covers, colored illustrations, tine

quality of book paper.

Price ,90 ctvos. Postage .16 ctvos.

The New Peep of Day.
The New Line upon Line.

The Children's Pilgrim's Progress.

Money nuist accompany order. We are so sure that you will be pleased

with any of these books that we we will agree to refund your money, if you
are not satisfied and return the books to us in good condition.

The Methodist Publishing House
8 Isla de Romero, Manila.

Ill When buying goads here advertised, please mention Tlie Observer
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THE
LONG DROUGHT

IS BROKEN

The disastrous di-ouobt

that h d s p r e V a i 1 e d

throuohout central Lu-

zon for the past four

luontlis has at least been partially broken.

The copious downpour of the 5th. will

make it possible for the farmers to plant

corn and vegetables and thus tide them
over until they can raise another crop of

rice. Surely every one will now f>"et busy

and do' his best to help avert what was
l>ecomino- a serious situation. In many
l)arts of the country there is little harvest,

and the poor are in g-reat distress. With
a little effort and patient waiting-, and a

few more rains the fertile soil will aj^ain

brin<j' forth a harvest of plenty, thou(>'h it

may not fully take the place of the rice.

We are sure that the Government will

gladly give seed corn and vegetable seed

to all who will make application.

A SINGULAR
SUPERSTITION

It is hard to believe that

here in the city of Ma-
nila there could be

witnessed a scene that took place in

front of the Mary J. Johnston Hospital

the last week in Januai\v. It seems as

thoug'h a young" woman did something- that

g'ave lier mother displeasure. The mother
cursed the girl, which resulted in all of

lier hair tvirning to snakes that continu-

ally coiled about her neck and head. The
young woman, it is said, fled from her home
and made her way to Manila and to the

liospital. Hundreds of people followed

her and camped about the hosjJtal for

nearly two days bent on seeing this girl that

had been cursed by her mother. It was

in vain that Doctor Parish assured them
that there was no such pei-son in the hos-

l)ital, that they should be governed by

sensible views and noi by such supersti-

tious notions. Committee after committee

was admitted into the hospital to search

for the girl, but still they would not go

away. It took two ])o]icemen to kee]) tlu^

crowd back. Where the story started no

one seems to know, but that such a story

should gain credence is astonishing.

From the 3rd. to the
THE PHILIPPINE n., . ,,

EXPOSITION liui of the present

month there was held

in Manila, the first real Philippine Ex-

position. Heretofore there have been

many exhibits in connection with the

Caimival. Indeed most all of the provin-

ces have been represented with a fair pre-

sentation of the products and industries

jieculiar to each. But this year the Gov-

ei'nment sepai^ated the exhibits from

the Carnival attractions, though the Ex-

position was conducted at the same time

and along side the Carnival grovmds.

It was by far and away ahead of any

thing of the kind ever held before in this

city. There were exhibits representing

almost evei\v industry of the Ai'chipelago,

almost every degree of civilization from

the most barbaric to the best of the mod-

ern type. The contrasts in methods, in

types of machinery, in ideals, in standards

of life as expressed in furniture and dress,

in equipment and lack of it was so marked

as at once to command notice. It is a far

journey from the standards of ten years

ago as expressed in some of the pi-ovincial

exhibits in which the '"old school"' has

dominated, to the splendid out-put of the

trade and industrial schools of the Govein-

ment. No more convincing proof can l)e
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found of the value of the public schools

to these Islands than was presented

through the Educational Exhibit. The
purpose of the exhibit was "to improve

and standardize industrial education in

the work of the schools. " There were sev-

eral thousand different pieces of furni-

ture or other articles made by students.

Most of these were for sale and were

quickly picked up by purchasers. The
exhibition was an education in itself.

The perfection, the improved variety of

furniture, wood work, embroidery, carv-

ing', vegetables, fruit, and what not

cannot help but inspire every one with

a desire to return to one's home and

begin at once to raise the standards all

along- the line.

In one place we read this:

Given the finest woods in the world,

People unaccustomed to modern tools.

Frail houses with little furniture.

The Problem: To teach the peoi^le

how to make better houses and better

furniture.

Solution: 13 Trade Schools.

22 Manuel Training Schools.

206 Primary wood working
Shops.

20,000 boys doing wood-work.

This Avork will heljD to train the hand

as well as the mind, to teach the dignity

of labor, to place a means of livelihood in

the hands of every deserving pupil as well

as many older people. We are told that

the "Workshop is the center of instruc-

tion. Language, mathematics, science

and drawing must revolve around it."

In the department of agriculture were
many kinds of vegetables of the latest

and best vai'iety. The schools in their

little gardens are demonstrating to the

people that a great improvement is possi-

ble in the raisingof "gulay." Every young
person who reads this should become in-

terested in growing the most possible on

a given space. Write to the Bureau of

Agriculture asking for some of the best

tomato seed, radish seed, etc. Enrich the

soil and take cai^e of the young plants and
demonsti'ate what you can do.

The greatest feature of

INTERsJholastic
''^^ <^;a™ival this year

GAMES ^'^'^ ^ ^® baseball games.
In fact most of the rest

of the Carnival could have been dispensed

with, excepting of course the aeroplane
flights which were al ways interesting to the

large crowds. The baseball games were
unusually interesting and showed a vast

improvement over a year ago. One of the

surprises and delights was the excellent

playing on the part of the Filipino teams,

especially the Meralco and the Cebu High
School. The latter laid it all over the

Waseda Japanese team, and the Meralco
shut out the Y. M. C. A. team from scor-

ing. The Y. M. C. A. team put up a

rocky game, nevertheless, it was a great

honor for the Meralco to defeat the Ame-
rican team after it had i^ut aside all com-
petitors. It is certainly enough to make
every Filipino rejoice to witness the

youths of the Philippines playing the

great American game of baseball so skill-

fully as to defeat teams like the Waseda
University team of Japan and the cham-
pion Y. M. C. A. team.

Many other high school teams were
here during the Carnival and put up good

games. The Track games were also a

source of much interest, and the young
men acquitted themselves with credit.^

Mention should also be made of the

splendid contest for the championship

among the young Filipina women of the

schools as basket ball players. Pampanga
carried off the honors.

There is little doubt that the outdoor

sports like baseball, basket ball, volley

ball, are proving themselves so popular

as greatly to lessen the interest in the

brutal cockpit games. It speaks well for

the future.

CHINA
A REPUBLIC

The past six months
have witnessed a most

remarkable change in

China. For centuries China has been under

the control of the Manchus. Efforts have

been made several times to over-turn the
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kingdom but itluis hardly been moretlian
an effort. The Boxer movement mij^ht

have succeeded had it not become entan-

gled with the powers. The revolution that

has been carried on in China tlie past few
months has for the most part been quiet

and has been conducted with the least

bloodshed for any war that has ever been
wa^jed where so many people were involv-

ed. Only a few real battles have been
fouo'ht. The march of the revolutionists

was a triumphant one. Resistance was
rarely more than half-hearted. Either
the imperialists' forces were badly gener-

aled or they did not know how to fiuht.

More likely however the spirit of disloy-

alty permeated the entire army.

The one real fi^'ure to whom the forces

of the Emperor looked to brin^' about

peace and save the government was
Yuan Shih Kai. Indeed for some time

he has practically been the government.

He doubtless knew he was fighting a

losing battle and endeavored to stave off

the fateful day of complete defeat as long

as possible.

The revolutionists on January first, 1912,

established '"The Provisional Republic of

China", with Sun Yat Sen as President.

This man is credited with being the man
who organized the revolution, enforcing

complete secrecy on the part of those who
were to take the leading jjart until they

were ready to strike. He has been a

stranger in his own country for several

years past. A reward of $100,000 has been
offered for years for his head by the

power he has succeeded in over-throwing.

He himself has been in no battle, but he

has nevertheless directed affairs from his

retreat under the American Flag, and has

raised the money necessary to carry on

the war. His picture has been in the

homes of nearly all the Chinese of Manila

in the Philippines for two years past.

He has been well assisted by Wu Ting
Fang, a very able man, and formerly

Embassador of China to America, and by

Genei'al Li Yuan Hung who has com-

manded the x-evolutionary forces. The
whole program of the revolution has

been admirably planned and well worked
out.

The young Emperor of China has abdi-

cated the throne and taken himself to a

safe retreat. After a prolonged effort

on the part of the imperialists led by
Yuan Shih Kai to establish a constitution-

al monarchy, the tide of sentiment has
finally prevailed in favor of a repul)lic.

Yuan Shih Kai, representing the govern-
ment, has declared in favor of a republic.

This does not mean that the present pro-

visional republic will necessarily be made
permanent. China is a big country in which
there are some 400,000,000 of people.

The large population to the north has
taken little part thus far in the revolution

and it is impossible to guess what will be
their attitude toward the leaders of the

south.

The establishment of this republic in

China has great significance. It cannot
help but arouse all the East to new life.

Republicanism in the East will become
popular and self-government will be the

cry of every people. Democracy will

have under her banners nearly half the

people of the globe. In point of numbers
China will become the mightiest republic

the world ever saw. If she succeeds and
once gets upon her feet she can shake the

earth. With the establishment of order;

a good educational system: modern meth-
ods; an awakening to the appreciation

of the value of commerce: with a people

so strong,. so capable, so virile, the Chinese
may become one of the greatest foi'ces on
the face of the earth.

A FREE COUNTRY
DEMANDS

FREE RELIGION

That which has

held China back for

thousands of years

is not her political

oj)pressors, though they have been a con-

tributory cause, but adherence to a reli-

gion that was full of superstition, and that

had a backward look. No people can go

forward these days who are not guided in

their religious life by a "Jiving hope."

There is only one Saviour, only one Guide,

for the whole world. If China turns to

Him, as we believe she will, all the fu-

ture is bright with promises and prospects.

Already the three leading men of the new
rei)ub]ic are Protestant Christian men,
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the President, SunYatSen: the vSecretary

of Foreign Affairs, Wu Ting- Fang : and

the Commanding Genei^al of the Army,

Li Yuan-hung. These men are in favor

of making Christianity the official religion

of China. We sincerely hope that will

not be done. Religion is of the heart and

can only be of power when it is voluntar-

ily accepted by the individual. One of

the greatest disasters that befell the

early Christian Church was when Con-

stantine made the Roman Empire Chris-

tian by an edict. The people changed the

name of their religion but there was little

change of heart. Many of them brought

their old superstitious notions into the

Chui^ch that for hundreds of years nearly

stiffled the life of Christianity. The Church
was led away from the Gospel of Christ

into semi-idolatrous beliefs that have

blinded the eyes of many professed Christ-

ians unto this day. There is a vast differ-

ence between being a Christian in name
and one in heart. Whatever stands in

the way of the perfect illumination of the

Truth and the Life of Jesus Christ is to

that degree working against the coming

of His Kingdom into the woi^ld, and into

the hearts of men. Fortunately in this

day there are thousands of missionaries

in China to help hold aloft the true Light

of Chinstianity.

'M

SUNDAY OBSERV.ANCE
One of the unfortunate customs that is

being fostered by the Government of

the Philippines is a disregard of the

Christian Sabbath. America as a whole

has always stood for quietness of the day

and reverence for its purposes. In recent

years, owing to the large influx of for-

eigners into the United States from coun-

tries of Europe, the Sabbath is not kept

as it once was. This is especially true in

the large cities But there is a sentiment

gTowing in favor of a return to a sane ob-

servance of the day. In most of the cities

there is no delivery of the mails on Sun-

day. In most of the states it is not lawful

to play games like baseball on Sundays

and charge admission. Whei^ever there

is a disregard of the law, and of the sa-

credness of the day, there is a lowering

of the Christian standards and a marked

decrease in the higher interest of the

community. Every vice unites to over-

throw the Christian Sabbath. That of

itself should be enough to cause all Christ-

ians to join forces to preserve the day.

We are aware of the'fact that Sunday
in the Philippines has never been more
than partially observed. After mass, Sun-

day morning many of the worshipers

spend the rest of the day in the cockpit and

other diversions that are not in harmony
with the spirit of the day.

Many of the departments of the gov-

erment, we are sorry to say, still find

it necessary to keep many men and teams
busy on Sunday—here in the City of Ma-
nila. Outside of the city there is little

work being carried on. If the work with-

in the city was of a nature that required

immediate attention, it would be dif-

ferent, but so far as the public can see the

work might be left over to the six week-

days of labor. We regret very much that

some of the government officials seem to

think that it is necessary to pursue a

course that has a bad precedent.

In many of the jji^ovinces the teachers

compel some of the membei^s of the base-

ball teams to play on Sunday against the

voice of their consciences. This ought not

to be. Instead of discouraging a student

from holding the day in reverence, com-

mendation should be given, because it

makes for higher citizenshii^ to say noth-

ing of the higher standards of manhood.

Many of the stores and factories of Ma-
nila keep open on Sunday, as though their

very existence depended on doing business

on the Lord's Day. Is it possible that

men are becoming so worldly-minded and

so bent on making money that they can

spare no time to think of the higher and

finer things of life? Where are their

ideals? Where are the noble purjjoses

that once dominated them? Are we to

forget God and perish as all the other

nations that forgot Him? Whither are

we bound? Is this all of life? Should

not other things besides making money
and pursuing pleasure receive our atten-

tion?

Stop and think, you govei-nment men 1

1

"Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin

is a reproach to any people."
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Stop and thinki you teachersl ''The fear

of the Lord is the befjinninjif of wisdom.*'

Start the students ri^-ht if you want tliem

to end riulit.

Stop and think you business men!
'"What shall it profit you if you }j-ain the

whole world and lose your own soul?"

Mr. Balmori, notin^;- the evil that is

spreading throutjh Sabliath Desecration,

introduced a bill into the Assembly call-

ing- for a better observance of the day.

Thoufih his bill was reported favorably

out of the committee, yet the rush of

other interest at the last crowded it out.

xVll honor to Mr. Balmori. We hope that

he will not give up the matter until he

sees a worthy law enacted governing-

work on the Sabbath.

But why should sensible men like ovir

government officials, teachers, and busi-

ness men wait until a law is passed before

they beg-in to show reverence for the

Lord's Day?

Later: Since writing- the above many
business^ men have announced that they

will close their stores on Sundav.

CHOOSE THE BEST
Every young- person who thinks at all

naturally desires the best that can be had.

That best is not always what others may
think is the best but what he may decide

for himself after giving- due consideration

to the question. The inmost demands of

our better self rebel against a choice that

calls for less than our best. With the

growth of the soul the vision of life en-

larges and one gets a wider range of

vision. With the development of nature

and one's self there comes a demand for

equipment superior and better than that

of yesterday. When the equipment and

conveniences of life are realized, those of

yesterday will not suffice. Yesterday in

the Philippines, the best illumination of

the houses at night was a little dish of

iangis" and alighted taper. It was suf-

ficient so long- as the people had no other.

But it gave place to the little oil lamp,

because the oil lamp was better. But

there are many grades of the oil lamp.

No person would choose the poorer grade

if he were able to buy the better lamp,

or if he needed the l)etter one.

Wherever possible, the oil lamj) gives

place to the gas liglit, and the gas light

gives place to the electric light. Why?
Because peojjle want the best that may
be had.

Why should not men seek after the best

along religious lines? We apprehend

that most men think that they do, but

there is no doubt that there is great room

for improvement of the moral and relig--

ious life of men and women of all lands.

The trouble with us is we are altogether

too willing to substitute religious teachers

in the place of the Great Teacher. There

are many teachers of religion, but there

is only one Great Teacher. Why be sat-

isfied with the lesser teachers when we

have access to the Great Teacher of men?

He has left to us His Word and he speaks

to us out of it that we may know the truth

and that the truth may make us free. His

words are found in the Bible, and the

Bible is open to all men. Jesus said, "I

am the light of the world, he that follow-

eth after me shall not walk in darkness

but he shall have the light of life." Is

not that what we all want? Why follow

the lesser lights when we have the Great

Lig-ht? There are many teachers who

have lighted their torches as they have

come in touch with the Great Light, and

they are ever proclaiming that Jesus is the

world's lig-ht, the world's hope, the

world's life.

We judge the value of a thing by what

it is able to accomplish. Is it not so in

religion? Do we not judge a religion by

the character of the people who embi-ace

the religion? Is it not true that the best

men the world has ever seen have been

those who have chosen the world's best

Light and have tried to walk as He walk-

ed? Open your Bible. Read again the

story of Christ found in the Gospels and

Epistles. Live in His atmosphere. Light

the lamp of your life at His altar. The

nearer we live as he lived the better will

be our part of the world. "As He is so

are we in this world."
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PERSONA/. EXPERIENCE
IN RELIGION

The great bequest of Jesus to the Avorld

was his own reli^Jious experience. . He
wrote no book, lie founded no State nor

Church, and he was not even a well-known

figure of his day, but he lived a life that

has been the marvel of every man who
has considered it. That with which he

endowed mankind was a certain know-
ledge of God set forth in liis own charac-

ter and life. He taught that what he had
achieved others might also hope to achieve

through him. His religion even to its

deepest vision and its most spiritual

motives, he regarded as the goal of every

spiritual believer of him.

We may hope that the time will come
when the jiersonal relation of Jesus to

God will furnish the material of Christian

faith and the inspiration of the Christian

life. To look into the life of Jesus one

cannot help but become convinced that

God was real to him. There was not a

vague belief about God who lived in some
hidden place in the universe to whom
mortal men had no right of access or fel-

lowship. God was with him. He knew it.

He talked with God. He called God by

the endearing name of Father. The
reality of God to the conciousness of Jesus

accounts for his clear and most impressive

notes of reality in all of his words. Read
them again in the New Testament. They
all ring ti'ue. There is nothing unreal

either in his own piety or in his counsels.

His faith was wholly demonstrable in his

daily life, his daily experience, and he

taught his disciples no other faith than his

own. The reality of God, and of His love

in the life of Jesus made him want to love

those about him. It made him want what

he saw in God to become real also in his

own life. Love, sympathy, power, patience,

holiness, .all we see reaching perfection

in his life and experience. His faith was

not one thing and his life another.

Science teaches today that the highest

evidence is that of personal experience.

What others say may be true, and may have

great weight with us, but it is only when
we come to know a thing ourselves from

our own personal experience that it really

grips us. There are too may Christians

who are depending on their friends or

acquaintances for their knowledge of God.
They have never been drawn into the

place where God is real to them and
where they can know him from personal

experience. What is religion for? Is

it a play thing? Is it something we
want when we get sick and do not want
when we get well? Is it something we
can lay aside at will? Is it something we
must have before we die to get us into a

heaven to which our characters are stran-

gers? Is it a thing we must have to get

us into a certain class of society. Oh Re-
ligion! what blunders men make in thy

name I

Religion is a life. It is what we live.

All men have religion, but all men do not

have Christian religion. The religion of

Christ is to know he is real, to know that

God is father! To know Him until He
lives in us and becomes our life. Then
all your doubts will fade away, and Jesus

will stand ovit in history, in life, as the

perfect revelation of God and the perfect

pattern of man. "As he is so are we in

this world." "Hethatdoeth His will shall

know of the doctrine, whether it be of

God, or whether I speak of myself." said

Jesus. His method was the test method.

Try it. Do as He did. Follow Him and

you shall know, personal experience will

make real your religion.

A PRAYER
Oh Lord, our Father, we are stepping

out on a new path. We know not what
awaits us. We do not know the way, and

we cannot find it ourselves. Wilt Thou
not at the beginning of this new day lead

us, and all through the day lead us step

by step. Help us to commit all our ways

unto Thee, and to obey Thee in all things.

May we be kept pure this day in thought,

in word, in life. Cleanse our hearts from

every secret fault. May we be honest in

word and act this day because of Thy pres-

ence with us. Help us to seek to please

Thee in all things as did our Lord and

Saviour .Tesus Christ. In Christ's name
we ask it. Amen.
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CHRISTIAN MISSIONS IN THE ORIENT

By L. Pearl Boggs, Ph. D., Nanking, China.

The g'l^eat movement in the Orient

towards independence in thinkin"- and

freedom in political and social life, is com-

parable only to the awakeninj>- of Europe

in the fifteenth and sixtenth centuries.

Europe received its impetus from the East,

Constantinople and Arabia, regions which

had at least conserved, if not greatly add-

ed to the learning- of Greece and Egypt.

This impetus consisted in the infusion of

new ideas into a worn out situation, a civ-

ilization that had ceased to progress.

The fact that contact with the East was
largely brought about by the fanatical

though chivalrous attempt to rescue the

sepulchre of Christ from non-believers,

shows that Europeans had a firm if crude

grasp of the teachings of Christ, and pres-

ent day Christianity in the Occident has

the advantage of a historical continuity in

its religion as well as a spiritual develop-

ment of nearly two thousand years. How
greatly the Christian i^eligion of today dif-

fers from that of the Middle Ages in Eu-

rope is difficult to understand unless we
recognize that it has changed as govern-

ments, social institutions, and sciences have

changed as society has striven towards a

higher standard of life.

Today China, Japan, India, The Philip-

pines and other countries are receiving

their impetus from the West and are be-

coming profoundly modified in all aspects

of a complex humanity. The question

which has particular interest for all mission

effort is, have these countries a religion

which will develop into the spiritual

teaching necessary in order to be in har-

mony with the political, social and scien-

tific views of the present and the future?

Will Confucianism, Buddhism and Rom-

an Catholicism develop into something-

approaching modei'n Christianity, at least

nearly enough to prevent that friction and

disorder sure to arise whenever an anti-

quated or primitive form of religion strives

to exist in an environment of scientific

and social progress? When we see how

many religions liave failed to reach this

development, how even Christianity itself

has failed in Western Asia and Northei"n

Africa, we are quite justified in fearing

that the religions of Eastern Asia may fail.

It may be that Buddhism or Confucianism

has no farther to go than had Roman
Catholicism before the Renaissance in

Europe, but not all the countries of Europe,

made the advance which put Northern

Europe to the front in power and culture.

It would seem therefore, that if we real-

ly wish the best for these awakening

countries, we should give them the reli-

g'ious teaching- which has grown up with

the political and scientific ideas which they

are seeking to appropriate. Religion is

not nowadays a matter of creeds and doc-

trines as it was in the days when science

had as yet not touched the secrets- of na-

ture and Chi'ist's message had not been

placed in the hands of every one for his

own interpretation. Today religion con-

cerns itself chiefly with the personal spiri-

tual relation of man to God. This relation

may be summed up in a few words; it is

the strong desire of the soul to be in per-

fect accord with the highest ideal of good

the soul can conceive; this desire is based

upon the belief that there is a Supreme
Being, better and greater than man's mind

can comprehend, who is striving to bring-

all men into perfect communion with Him-
self and with each other through Him-
self. This is an imperfect but different

way of stating that "God is love", and that

the great commandment is "Thou shalt

love the Lord God with all thy might and

thy neighbor as thyself."

To present this conception of religion

adequately we still need organized church-

es. There are also certain other ques-

tions which men persistently ask and which

are better answered for the majority

through religions than through metaphys-

ical teachings. Such questions are the

pi'oblem of evil, the immortality of the

soul, future rewards and punisliments, the
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efficacy of prayer and others of a like

nature. Churches are also needed to en-

courag'e people in the practice of hig'her

living and to pi-omote good fellowship.

Since coming to the Orient I have met
a number of i3eo]>le who pi-ofessed not to

believe in missions. As a rule such per-

sons did not give evidence in their con-

versation of a very intimate knowledge of

the history of the church or indeed of the

history of religion, for their reasons seem-
ed to be based on their own limited ob-

servation or the observations of other

equally untrained observers. They have

not yet realized that a religion is some-

thing that satisfies a need and that as the

needs are modified so must the form of the

religion adapt itself to them. Therefore,

since it is a matter too imj^ortant to be

treated lightly by any one in the Orient,

no matter what his occupation, let us hope

that all intelligent men and women will

give the matter careful stvidy from a his-

torical view point so that they may under-

stand the great i^roblem involved.

A VISIT TO A JAPANESE TEMPLE
Dioxicio Alejandro

On our ramble through the streets of

Nagasaki, Japan, we chanced to pass by a

heathen temple dedicated to some heathen
gods. Strangers as we were in that for-

eign city yet with eager desire to see new
things in life, we decided to visit it in

spite of any objection to confront us if

there was any; so we ascended the stone

steps. But to our surprise we found two
of our fellow passengers with their native

guide who welcomed us in his broken
English. We joined them; and ascend-

ing stone steps we reached the second

piazza of the temple. Before you can get

into the "temple you have to enter a gate.

On entering this gate two huge, ugly,

wooden idols attracted our attention.

They are about six feet high. Judging
from the weather-beaten appearance of

these idols we concluded that they belong
to the generations gone by of this land of

cherry blossoms. Through the curiosity of

one of the comjiany we found one inter-

esting fact concerning these gods. One
of our American companions noticed some
slips of papers with Japanese writings

stuck to their bodies and she asked the

purpose of those papers. The guide in

his queer way of expressing things told us

with awe and reverence that these gods

have miraculous powers to heal any kind

of diseases and that those papers have
petitions on them for some disease to be

healed. He told us many things about

those wonderful gods but they have slipped

away from memory for a thought about

my dear Philippines flashed into my mind

and took their place. This thought came
to my mind, that the origin, nature and

effect of the "milagras" of the Roman
Church are heathenish in their character;

and it grieved my heart to think that my
people, the only possessors of Christianity

in the Orient, are little more than heathens

in some of their beliefs. We then proceeded

to enter the piazza proper in front of which
is the temple. It is a beautiful lawn dot-

ted here and there with fragrant shrubs

and flowering plants. In one jjlace of this

beautiful piazza, there is a small altar

where small idols are placed and are

lighted with red candles and small oil

lamps. When we entered the door of the

temple a dignifiei young man greeted vis

cordially and politely invited us to take

off our shoes if we would see the temple,

which is the national custom observed in

entering any heathen shrine of the land.

But on account of the lateness of the hour,

being half past twelve, we declined cour-

teously the invitation. From the door we
could see the inside of the temple and any
one could get a fair idea of what is in it.

The first thing that impressed me much
is the neatness and cleanliness of the

Japanese people about their places of wor-
ship. The floor of the temple is shining

like a i^olished metal. The walls are

covered with paper, and paper lanterns

are hanging here and there in fact the

temple is artistically and beautifully dec-

orated according to the Japanese taste.

There is a main altar in the center and on

it are placed idols and gods of different sizes
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and description. There are lij>hts wiiich

seem to be kept burning all the time liki-

the everlastinu- fire kept by the Vestal

Virgins of the ancient Romans. While I

stood there facin"' those ^ods of heathen-

ism I remembered my early days when
my dear mother always broujfht me to

the Roman Church and taught me to

pray to the wooden gods on the altar.

Those gods or rather saints to whom I

used to pray were no more than heathen
idols with one difference only, and that

is from the standpoint of beauty. We
admired the relioiousness of these hea-

thens and I learned a lesson from them
which I shall never forget. But, oh, if

they were only Christians!

THE EPW0R7H LEAGUE

The Epworth League is a society of

Christian young men and women, who are

desirous of living pure and useful lives in

the world. Anyone naay become a mem-
ber who is 16 years of age or over and be-

lieves in Jesus Christ as the Son of God.

The object of this Society is the spiritual,

mental and moral uplift of its members.
The officers of the Society are a President,

with four Vice-Presidents, a Secretary

and Treasurer. The first vice-president

is chairman of a committee to arrange

religious meetings: the second vice-

president is chairman of the committee of

Mercy and Help, which seeks to help the

the sick and people in need: the third

vice-president, is chairman of the com-

mittee to arrange literary meetings: and

the fourth vice-president is chairman of

the committee to arrange social meePings,

picnics, etc.

A number of these Societies have been

organized in towns where there is a Meth-

odist Ejjiscopal Church. There are such

societies in the following towns: Tugue-

garao and Aparri, Cagayan; San Fernan-

do and Mexico, Pampanga: Malolos and

Calumpit, Bulacan. We would be glad to

receive the names of the officers in these

Epworth Leagues, and also would be

pleased to i^eceive notices of Leagues

wliicii liave been organized in other
places. If special meetings are held,

write us a letter and tell about it.

In some places, societies of Christian

young people, have been organized witli

other names, we would also like to hear

from them as to their names and aims.

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

There is an increasing interest in the

study of the Bible through the systematic

methods provided in the Sunday School

organizations in the different Churches.

The lessons used are those provided by

the International Sunday School Associa-

tion, which have been specially adapted

for use in the Philippine Islands. These

lessons are used from Aparri to Zam-
boanga, and are translated into six of the

leading dialects. In one Sunday School

in Manila, there are classes in Tagalog,

Ilocano, Pampanga and English.

A Bible Institute was held in Aparri,

Cagayan, from January 16th to 27th.

Each afternoon, a model Sunday School

was' held which had classes in Ilocano,

Ibanag and English. There was great

rivalry between the young ladies class

under Rev. A. L. Snyder, and the class of

young men under Rev. Benito Tovera.

The School prospered under the superin-

tendency of Miss Panligayen, who review-

ed the lesson daily with the aid of black-

board illustrations. Two Sunday School

Boards were held, in which the full bus-

iness of the School was transacted, wath

reports of officers and teachers, and new
elections of officers. This practical work-

ing of the Sunday School organization

was helpful and inspiring to the students

who had come from the towns of Cagayan

and Isabela.

Am I ])erfectly indifferent to all except

God's will, thoroughly content with what

He sends me, pleased with what He does,

and pleasing Him in all that I doV
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THE BIBLE AS LITERATURE
Charles M. Stuart

"In this little book is contained all the

best wisdom of the world."

—

Heinrlch von

Ewahl.

In concludinff the series of brief articles

that have been appearing- in this depart-

ment for the past year, the writer wishes
to testify to the supreme excellence and
value of the Bible as literature. Black-

stone asserts that "the Bible has always
been reg-arded as part of the common law
of Eng-land." Huxley has said that "the
Bible has been the Mag-na Charta of the

poor and the ^oppressed;" and the great

Daniel Webster solemnly affirms that "if

we abide by the principles taug-ht in the

Bible our country will g-o on prospering

and to prosper; but if we and our poster-

ity neglect its instructions and authority,

no man can tell how sudden a catastrophe

may overwhelm us and bury our glory in

profound obscurity."

There is nothing about the Bible that

is more impressive to me than its self-

evidencing vitality, the immediateness
and authority of its moral appeal. A
hundred examples of its potency and its

adaptability to the most urgent and ex-

treme cases of human need might be
brought forward. I cite but one: A friend

of mine who had been a soldier in our war
with Mexico, and who was afterward a
chaplain throughout the Civil War, told

me that at the battle of Resaca he came
across a wounded soldier lying upon the
field at the point of death. Eager to allay

his suffering, my friend asked if there was
any thing he could do for him. The
soldier said there was not, as he had but
a few minutes to live. But he was anxious
about the future; he felt that he had no
hope to stay him in his hour of inortal an-

guish. My friend was a Christian, and
was eager to convey to this unhapj^y sol-

dier the same radiant hope of fatherly love,

forgiveness, and immortality that he him-
self possessed. But the time was too brief

for either explanation or exhortation. In
such a desperate exigency, he could think
of nothing that would be more likely to

10

comfort his dying comrade than the read-

ing of a passage of Scripture to him. He
accordingly turned to the third chapter

of St. John, and without a word of com-
ment he read that marvelous passage

about the birth from above and the love

of God manifested in the sending of His

only begotten Son into this world in order

that whosever should believe in Him
might not perish, but might have ever-

lasting life. As the passage was read, the

soldier's face brightened; his faith was
able to lay hold instantly upon the simple

but stupendous fact that God loved him,

and that Jesus had come into the world to

save him. The naked truth of Goi met
effectually the great and instant need of

his soul; and before the chapter was con-

cluded he died in peace.

Laying aside all consideration of liter-

ary expression of style—that is (and of

course it is understood that style enters

vitally into any consideration of great lit-

erature), the all-important question we
raise concerning a given piece of litera-

ture is that which has regard to the

message that it conveys—the depth and

sanity of its emotional appeal—its truth

to life. Now, in these qualities where
shall we go, I ask, to match the Bible?

I acknowledge the power of Homer, and
Dante, and Shakespeare; I yield to the

magic spell of ^schylus, and Sophocles,

and Victor Hugo, and Scott, and Haw-
thorne, and George Eliot; and I drink

gladly of the wisdom of Plato, and Kant,

and Carlyle, and Emerson, and Words-
worth, and Tennyson, and Browning. But
it is not only the deep and the true and

the lovely things that we seek. It is,

rather, the deepest, the truest, and the love-

liest; and if the soul would find satisfac-

tion for its utmost needs—for its moments
of extremity—it must go to the Bible.

We all remember poor Coleridge's excla-

mation: "It finds me, it finds mel" as,

with streaming eyes, he read the story of

the Prodigal Son. There is nothing to

surpass the psalms of David, the prophe-

cies of Isaiah, the parables oi the New
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Testament, the epistles of Paul. Ves
there is one literary triumph that trans-

cends any of these writinii's even, and that is

the delineation of the personality of Jesus

of Nazareth in the New Testament. Liter-

ature has no other character to offer to

equal that. It stands unique and alone

—

matchless and incomparable. Even if we
consider it as a fictitious character, created

by the genius of man, it quite transcends

any other character in fiction. Thebeinjj-

who could create such a character out of

liis own inner consciousne^s would himself

be as miraculous an individual as the

Christ of history whom men woi'ship. Nol

No! Christ is no fictitious character:

though he is more picturesque and fasci-

nating than any heroof romance or drama.

If we were compelled to say among all

the greatest literary artists of the world

who is the greatest we should very likely

all agree that Shakespeare is. And if we
should be i^equired to say which, among
all the creations of his genius, is the most

potent and interesting character we
should, as this or that mood held sway,

reply now Hamlet, anon Lear, and again

Othello. But decide as we might, we
should all have to admit that no one of

these characters, that no character ever

conceived by the mind of man, could

equal or match in vitality, in fascination,

in power the shape and mold the ideals

and conduct of men like that solemn,

solitary, and splendid figure that lives

through the pages of the New Testament.

A MESSAGE ON THE OLD
AND NEW YEAR

The years are going. Let the chaff and

the evil part of this life go with them.

As men load the wagon with the sweep-

ings of the street, aid carrying it far to

the ocean, cast it into the deep abyss, so

bring together all your hatreds, weak-

nesses, unkindnesses, jealousies, passions,

ingratitudes, and embittering memories,

and tying them into one bundle, let the

Old Year sweep them out and drop them
into the gulf of oblivion. Expel from

your life all sins and sordid aims. Carry

into the New Year only the choicest

thouglits and aspirations. As in fhe olden
days when men approached the Parthenon
in Athens they cleansed their ])ersons and
arrayed themselves in white robes before
entering that glorious temple, so cleanse
your garments from transgression, clothe

yourself with new aspirations. Farewell
to the past. Welcome and all hail the
future

—

Xetcell Ihriylit 7//7//V.

QUESTIONS FOR
SELF=EXAMINATION

Have I found the weakest points in my
character and am I taking the utmost pre-

caution to overcome any besetraent?

Am I below any former spiritual position

or is there any steady up-grade maintained?

Is there constant victory over temp-
tation and real communion with God?

Am I improving in patience, serenity,

poise, cheerfulness, and continual good
nature?

Is there the utmost longing in my heart
for likeness to Jesus Christ and the swift-

est progress in divine things?

Have I a passion for doing good, a long-

ing for improvement of personal character?

Am I trying daily to live up to the best

light that I have, and do I ask God to

help me?

Am I daily trying to find out what God
has to say to me out his Holy Book?

Am I seeking His guidance moment by
moment, that I may walk with Him in His
way, and that He may help me even in

the little transactions of my daily life?

Do I turn to good account any aft'ronts.

slights, evidences of misunderstandings

and troubles?

Do I misjudge any one? Does anyone
misjudge me? Is the fault mine or his?

Is my religion a winsome one, my char-

acter lucious and fragrant, so that all

who have dealings with me may recognize

the influence of Jesus Christ over my life?

Am I kindly and thouglitful of others,

willing to serve in the lowest place, slow

to push personal claims, quick to sym-
pathize and hel])?



YOUNG MEN IN THE MAKING
Julian A. Santos

There has not been a time in the history

of the world wiien youno- men were eon-

fronted Avith so g-reat opportunities as at

present. The twentieth century is an-

other name for opportunity. Nations of

all races do realize the importance of

training- their boys and young- men. Num-
berless schools, seminaries and univer-

sities have been built throug-hout the

world especially in America and the re-

nowned nations of Europe. Young- Japan
and awakening- China have both caug-ht

the same spirit and now they send young-

men to America to study. The United
States of America, herself, sends many of

her young- men to Europe to pursue studies

in hig-her learning-.

One of the world-known institutions for

training- young- men is the Young- Men's
Christian Association which has its trunk
in the United States of America and whose
branches reach her distant colonies, those

of Eag-land and also several countries of

Europe.

Do you know the world's g-reat demand ?

Have you ever stopped and listened to its

cry like that of the Macedonian in Paul's

vision in Troas calling- "Come and help

usi Young- men, come and help usl"

That was and is the pitiful cry of many
nations especially of our beloved one which
many have not heard. When Rizal said

'"You young- men are the hope of my
country," he was rig-ht. Upon us upon
her sons, rests the g-reat responsibility of

shaping- the future destiny of our country.

How then can we fulfill our duty? How
can we ever accomplish such a sacred and
honorable service? There is no other

way but by first building- up and develop-

ing- ourselves. A helpless man cannot
help others in the same condition. An in-

efficient leader cannot by any means lead

men.

We should be men of training- and edu-

cation. We must acquire the perfect cul-

ture, not that narrow system of old which
consisted only in the training- of the Rs.

*OriUion delivered in Contest at First Methodist
Church winning second prize.
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i. e. Reading-, Writing- and 'Rithmetic

but the three-fold culture comprising- the

training- of the Body the Mind and the

Spirit.

First of all we should obtain i)hysical

culture. No man can ever stand or face

hardship if he lacks that essential need, a

strong- and healthy constitution. In the

battle of life for success the strong- body

holds a most essential part. The old

adag-e '^ Men Sana In Cjtrpore iSanos"

Cannot but become a g-reat motto for every

young- man who desires to be efficient along"

this line. Building-s should not be built on

sand. Valuable money should not be kept

in paper bag's. So a sound mind should

not be stored in a weak body but in a

strong- one. The strong- man usually

learns the most and the fastest. In a

careful physcial examination of a g-reat

number of students in many schools in the

U. S. I think, it was discovered that as a

rule the above statement was true.

What shall be done then to obtain this

training-? Accustom yourself to taking-

daily systematic exercise out-of-doors;

breathe plenty of fresh air. Have reg-ular

hours for retiring- and rising-, eat nutritious

thoug-h simple food. Last of all be tem-

perate in all thing-s.

Not only the training- of the Body but

also that of the Intellect should be

acquired. Every young- man should strive

for this. How can he be useful to him-

self and to his people without a well-trained

mind. The prog-ressive civilized men are

those that have used and are using- their

thinking- faculties. Just think of the ac-

complishments of hard-working- minds

—

the splendid works of art, the mag-nif-

icent buildings, the famous painting-s

the wonderful instruments and machines

of all kinds such as g-rafophones, tele-

phones, cinematographs, aeroplanes and

engines of every description of whose use

all of us know. The present knowledge

in science as Astronomy, Zoology, Botany

[Continued on page 22)



"PAULINO, A TALE OF THE PHILIPPINES"

by Geo. A. Miller

Chapter X.

THE BATTLE WITH DEATH

(Continued from last issue)

Paulino was for several weeks unable

to travel, and while he lay on his bed he
received a letter from Pedro imploring;-

him to come to Santa Rosa a^ain and "o

with him up into the hills to the pueblo

of San Simon, where no Protestant had

ever been.

A soon as he was well again, he return-

ed to Santa Rosa, and after a day's rest at

the house of ( 'andido, he set out with Pe-
dro and Candido for the hills. It was two
days travel, and as they neared the town
of San Simon, the sun dropped behind the

mountain, and the quick tropical darkness

came on. The quiet shadows settled over

the hot fields, and the dark shapes came
out of the forest by the road side and flitt-

ed about the weary pilgfrims.

"We shall yet arrive in time to gather

a few and speak with them," said Candi-

do. "Do you know the house of Valeriano

Magbat?" asked Pedro. "Not exactly,

but we will inquire," replied Candido.

"These dark shadows make me wish to

hasten on and find the town soon."

Even as he spoke a light appeared

ahead in the path, and then another and

another and voices of men and women
were heard. "We ai*e soon there now,"

remarked Paulino, "but there seems to be

some event of importance. Why are there

so many people in the streets?"

A few steps more and the party had

reached the end of the long street, and

the sight before them needed no explana-

tion to a Filipino. The street was filled

with people standing about, some silent,

some talking, many of them with candles

in their hands, and all of them looking

toward the big' church far down toward

the river, dark and gloomy.

"Alas," exclaimed Pedro, "that we have

come at such a time as this. The cholera

is here and little good will their proces-

sion to San Roque do them."

Far down the street the pi'oeession was
already formed. Dressed in long black

robes, with lighted candles in their hands,

were hundreds of women and men mai'ch-

ing in funeral time in four long lines, and

singing the wierd and ghostly hymn to

San Roque, the patron saint who should

guard his people from the awful scourge.

With slow stej) and voices mournful as a

funeral wail, they sang:

De la justicia divina,

No sintamos el azote;

Protejemos, O San Roque,
Del contagio de la peste.

From the lash by power divine.

Defend us we invoke thee;

From contagion of the pest.

Protect us, O San Roque.

Through the long minor chords of the

chant ran the ten stanzas of the most
doleful hymn in the land. At the head of

the line was cai^ried the image of the

saint surrounded with many candles, and

as the pageant moved down the street it

was constantly augmented by those who
stood by the way and joined it as it passed.

To Paulino it was a familiar scene, but

never-before had it all seemed so helpless

and pathetic. Turning to a stranger

standing by he asked, "Is the cholera

widespread in San Simon?"

"It is indeed," the man replied. "There
were twenty deaths yesterday, and now
the carpenters are everywhere busy mak-
ing coffins for the dead of today. Unless

San Roque have pity upon us, we shall be

destroyed." And as the lines moved past,

the man took his place chanting, "Protect
us, O San Roquel"

"Surely," said a woman standing by,

"tomorrow the plague will be stayed.

This is the longest procession to San Ro-
que that has ever been in San Simon, and
it must be that the saint will hear our
prayer."

An liour later tlie pi-ocession had dis-

persed and the people had returned to

13
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their homes', some to eat and sleejD, but

many to weep and wail, and some to wait

by the sick and prepare to bury the dead.

And' there were still othei^s that night

who went to their houses never to see the

lig'ht of another day.

The next day brought still deeper gloom

to San Simon, for the night had been as

the black breath of a hideous pestilence,

and the morning found thirty-four lying

dead. It seemed as if there were no help

nor hope, and there were many who said

that it only showed the uselessness of try-

ing to prevent the will of God.

Paulino gathered a few people at the

house of Valeriano, and the talk was

mostly of the scourge. It was the "pest"

and ."San Roque" and the "will of God"'

until Paulino was quite distressed, and

broke forth in a pfotest that the cholera

was not the will of God but a disease and

that the Americans taught that it could

be prevented if not cured.

"But," insisted Valeriano, "If our great

processions to San Roque do not avail us

anything, of what use are other means?

Are men stronger than saints?"

Valeriano's wife Fiorina had been list-

ening in silence, bXit she now spoke with

great earnestness. "I am convinced that

Paulino is right. In the time of Spanish

dominion, the saints had great po\^er as

we all know. But since the Americans

have come to our country, the saints seem

to have no power at all, and we are in a

bad way indeed. If the~ Americans can

do anything they should by all means do

it now, for San Roque has been displeased

at their coming and has deserted his

people."

Then Paulino opened to them the

Scriptures and jireached unto them Jesus

Chinst as a personal Savior from sin, and

he also preached to them a gospel of

cleanliness and boiled water as protection

from the pest, and told them of the more
excellent way to salvation and health.

The people listened with great interest,

and when he had closed, Valeriano said,

"I am of the opinion that Paulino is right.

When I was in Manila I heard of this

truth and I saw that the priests no longer

had the power of life and death, and it was
I who sent for you to come and tell us of

this better way. You were long in coming
and my heart has failed me many times,

I have tried to be faithful to the church,

but from this time I shall follow God and
not man. This afternoon we have a great

game at the cockpit, and if I win something
I shall take it as a sign from Heaven of

approval upon my new faith."

"Not so," said Paulino, "it is not the

part of those who would follow God to

engage in gambling and attend cockpits.

It is a waste of time, and to gamble is in

itself a sin, and if you are to become a

protestante, you must no longer do such

things."

"But did you not yourself manage a

cockpit after you became a pi'otestante,"

asked Valeriano. "It is true as you say,"

admitted Paulino, "but the voice within

my heart told me that it was a sin, and I

felt a burden too heavy to be borne until

I stopped it all. If you would find peace

you must give the Lord Jesus everything."

"That is a hard doctrine, replied Vale-

riano, and I do not know what to do."

And for the space of several hom^s, they

reasoned together. One by one the neigh-

bors came in until a goodly company
listened to the discussion. As Paulino

opened the scriptures to them, their hearts

were touched, and many questions were
asked concerning the new teaching. There
were some who said "What will the priest

say about this, and what worse scourge

may we bring upon ourselves by this

talk?" But Fiorina always insisted that

the saints and the padre no longer had

any power to vex the people, and that in

spite of the great procession of last even-

ing, there was cholera everywhere today.

That very afternoon Fiorina's cousin

Nicolasa was stricken with the pest, and

as the house was near the news was at

once known. Paulino went to the afflicted

house, but there was nothing- that he or

anyone else could do. The disease was of

the most malignant type, and after two

houi^s of sutfering, Nicolasa closed her

eyes in death. There was grief and weep-

ing in abundance, for the family was a
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lar^'e one with many of kin, and prepara-

tions wei'e at once beuun for a funeral

such as befitted the estate of the house-

hold. The body was laid in state in tlie

best room, and the jjuests assembled in

the next I'oora where they sat about in si-

lence or conversation as they felt inclined.

At dark the lice pots were put on the lire,

several chickens were killed, and a great

feast cooked up for all who came. Soon

after, the band came and beu'an to play,

which was an especial honor at this time

for since the pest had broken out, the

band was so much in demand that its

members were greatly wearied. Nicol-

asa's father had, however, been able to

secure them for two hours that night, be-

fore they went to play for another house-

hold likewise afflicted.

In the basement of the house the car-

penters were busy making the coffin which
was completed by morning, when the

g'uests, worn with their long vigil, pre-

pared for the end. At seven o'clock the

priest came to the house, for Valeriano

was not a poor man, and he could pay for

such luxuries. Clad in his black robe, he

chanted a prayer, sprinkled holy water

upon the casket, and left. Soon the bear-

ers took up their burden and with the rel-

atives and friends following, made their

sad way to the church. For a peso the

bell had been rung, but then the bell rung-

most of the time now. The body was
borne in to the center of the church and

a dozen lighted candles placed beside it.

There was no priest nor attendant on

hand, and indeed no one seemed to expect

any. The company kneeled upon the floor

and for an hour waited for the priest. At
last he came with his attendant, hastily

mumbled a prayer, sprinkled more holy

water, made a sign, and as hastily retired

to his convent. The procession again

formed and the coffin was borne to the

cemetery where the body was buried in

the consecrated ground, but without cer-

emony.

That night Valeriano besought Paulino

to tell him what saint the Americans call-

ed upon to deliver them from the pest, or

what means might be used for deliverance.

To this Paulino replied that so far as he

knew the only safety lay in drinking boil-

ed water only and eating hot cooked food.

To this Valeriano said that it sounded like

child's talk to him, and that it still must

be that the saints were stronger than

common men.

A few days later, Paulino. Pedro, and

Candido took their departui^e, promising

to do their best to send a missionary who

should teach them the way of truth and

how to avoid the cholera. There were

many wiio desired to know more of the

truth, and Paulino left with them some

copies of the Gospels.

About a week later, the padre's mucha-

cho appeared at the house of Valeriano

and said that the padre had sent for the

copy of the Gospel that was in his posses-

sion. To this Valeriano replied that the

book was his own and that he should not

give it up. The boy shrugged his shoul-

ders and smiled an evil smile, and return-

ed with the answer.

The second demand was not long in

coming, and it brought threats of dire

calamity if the book were not immediately

delivered to the messenger. This was

padre Francisco's first case and he in-

tended it to be his last. Valeriano, how-

ever, was not to be shaken and still refused

to obey the command.

The nexL day the priest came himself in

haste and wrath and in a voice of rage

demanded why his commands had not been

obeyed. Valeriano replied with much

trepidation that he had done no wrong,

but that the book was his own and he

would keep it.

'•You will keep it, will you" said the

astonished padre, "Show me the book this

instant or you will be sorry for the conse-

quences of your sin." And poor Valeriano.

without intending it, turned his eyes to-

ward the shelf on which the book lay.

Padre Francisco rushed across the room,

siezed the book, opened it and burst forth

in a tirade against Valeriano and any

others who might read its pages. "This

book is not for you nor your kind, you are

('Continued on page 24)
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OUR SOUTHERN NEIGHBORS
2. Borneo.

Edward H. Foot

With the exception of Australia, which
is ^'enerally considered a continent, Bor-

neo, more than nine times the size of

Luzon, is the largest island in the world.

Altho it has volcanic Java and Sumatra
to the south and west, and the Celebes
and Philippines, haidly less volcanic, to

the east and north, Borneo has no volca-

noes and earthquakes are scarcely known.
It has however extensive mountain ran-

ges, one peak, Kinabalu, reaching to over

13,000 feet;—the highest point in all

Oceanica. Three principal mountain ran-

ges start in the northern central portion

and extend like the ribs of a fan towards
the coasts. Between these rang'es are

three magnificent rivers, which rising-

within a few miles of one another have
their courses so widely separated by the

formation of the mountain ranges, that

one finds its way to tlie east coast, one to

the south and the other to the extreme
east. All these rivers are navigable by
fair sized steamers to the very heart of

the country, and are already important
arteries of trade. Most of the island is

covered with dense forest. Borneo is

under the Dutch government, with the

exception of a strip across the northern
end, covering about a fourth of its area,

Avhich is governed by the British.

Borneo has no large city, and the sea-

ports are not generally located at the

coast, but on a broad river, fifteen or
twenty miles inland. Such location is due
to the fact that until recent years, Borneo
suffered from piracy. A town directly on
the coast was far more easily surprised by
pirates than one a little inland, and the

pirates too, were less inclined to risk

attacks, where retreat might be cut off.

To describe one town will be to describe
many. First, a low plain, covered with
thick vegetation, and divided by a broad
river; its current moving backward and
forward with the rise and fall of the tide.

At a central point a dock with the custom
house, and back of it the i^rincipal street

paralleling the river for a mile or more,

lb

and lined for a good portion of the way
with shops of the Chinese and Malay
traders. Above or below the town proper:

saw-mills, sometimes operated by steam

but as often without machinery;—all the

timber being cut by hand. In addition,

perhaps a mill for the extraction of oil

from cocoanuts; an ice or sago factory, or

works for the production of gam bier, used

in the tanning of leather; or of a dye,

called cutch, with which Khaki cloth is

colored. The town is a maze of canals

and esteros, which furnish convenient

transportation to warehouses not on the

river. To bring the yaixis of the better

houses safely above high tide, they are built

up with cakes of half-dried mud, which

are cut along the river bank, a little dis-

tance from the town, and brought up the

esteros in small boats often to the very

yards where the material is required.

Frequently the Malays h-ave a separate

market, away from the central section,

and on the opposite of the river from the

main town, their attap houses line the

banks for long distances. Very few vehi-

hicles are seen, as the river itself is the

main avenue of travel; transportation

being by sampan or banca, of which each

town has its particular patterns. Some
of these, with high carved fronts and

stern posts are well modeled and very

handsome.

A few towns are more beautifully loca-

ted. Sandakan, the capital of British

North Borneo, is situated on a bay fifteen

miles long and four or five wide. The en-

trance from the sea is esj^ecially striking:

steamers passing directly opposite an is-

land that i-ises in perpendicular cliff's of

red sandstone, to a lieight of two or three

hundred feet. The warehouses and bus-

iness portion are on Isvel ground along

the shore, and a little above is a recreation

park, with the g'overnment building, club

and hotel. Hills rise above the town and

pei'ched in picturesque positions, embower-
ed in the rich foliage of the tropics, are

the houses of the wealthier residents. A
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winding;- road, with numerous brani-hes,

alrords access to the hio-lier points, and in

a valley beyond the hills are the homes of

the British Governor and American Con-
sul. Samarinda. near the eastern coast is

placed on the side of a hill that forms the

river bank, as the outer rim of a lar^je

crescent, where the Mahakdan r i v er

sweeps down from the mountains:—having
here a width as great as the Hudson at

New York. While the town has scarcely

more than one street, it lies well above
the stream, and the continual circling- of

the shore, allows from almost any point,

a fine view, not only of the opposite shore,

but as well to both ends of the crescent's

horns. The equator crosses the island a

little south of its center, passing exactly

through the town of Pontianak, on the

western coast.

Borneo has not a wide rang'e of products,

^s relatively little of the land is under
cultivation. Oil is found in large quanti"

ties in the interior, and at a point on the

east coast there are extensive refining'

works; the oil being- brought from the

hig-h land where it is produced, by pipe

lines many miles in length. Coal and g'old

are mined and a small amount of cultiva-

ted rubber and gutta-percha are export-

ed. The principal exportations are how-
ever those bi'oug'ht from the jung'le w^ith

little preparation:—wild rubber, sago, co-

pra, rattan and timber.

An animal peculiar to Borneo and found

elsewhere only in Sumati'a, is the orang-

outang-, and when one finds himself spoken

of as an orang-pootie (white man), he un-

derstands more clearly that orang-outang-

means forest-man. Several large speci-

mens of the orang-outang- have been killed

in the British possessions of Sarawak, and

are preserved in museums. A full grown
male has a head and body fully as large

as that of a good sized American, and its

arms are so long, that when fully extended,

the ends of the fingers are more than se-

ven feet apait. The legs however are very

short, so that the animal does not stand

much over four feet in height. Crocodiles

are numerous and grow to large size, a

length of fifteen feet being not uncommon.
They are so dreaded that even in some of

the large towns, there is but little bathing

in the rivers.

Altho Borneo has so large a territory,

the poi)ulation is very small;, the total

estimate being but about two millions.

The poeple are jirincipally composed ot

Hill-Dyaks. Dusans and other wild or half

civilized mountain tribes; Sea-Dyaks^

who live along the coast: Malays and Chi-

nese. There are a few Europeans, gene-

rally officials or employees of the mercan-

tile companies that handle the jungle pro-

ducts. In the portion governed by the

Dutch, the Chinese are i-equired to live

in one section and. the Malays in another;

the Europeans having a separate section

by themselves, and usually living in

houses of the bungalow type, surrounded

by pretty yards.

As in practically all the eou fttries of

the East except the Philippine Islands,

there are no free schools, nor ai^e the na-

tive people given any vote in governmen-

tal affairs. The various missions conduct

schools, to which the governments give

some support, and which charge fees, and

in the towns, the Chinese usually havp

schools of their own, and government and

other clerks, whose evenings are free,

often take a few private pupils. But

most of this instruction is fragmentary,

and for the greater number of children,

living away from the towns, little or no

opportunity is given for even the I'udiments

of an education.

Few of the inhabitants are reached by

missionaries of any kind. In the English

possessions, the Church of England sus-

tains some schools and churches, and the

Germans have work at and near Bandjer-

raasin, the capital of the Dutch portion.

Their work is principally among the Hill-

Dyaks, and the young men wlio are stu-

dents in their schools have bright intel-

ligent faces, and fine physical develop-

ment. The Catholics also have stations

at several points.

It is in Borneo too, that our own Bishop

Oldham, ever seeing- the places with great-

est need, has begun a most promising

work. The largest Methodist Mission

takes the form of a Christian Chinese col-

ony. It is located on land donated by Sir

Charles Johnson Brooke, better known as

Rajah Brooke, the governor of the Bri-

{Continued on page 21)
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ITEMS OF GENERAL INTEREST

The Rev. Harry Farmer will conduct a

Bible Institute for the preachers of the

Manila District of the Methodist Church
at Orani, beginning Feb. 19.

The government now is conducting-

4406 public schools in which there are

9086 teachers with 613,497 pupils enrolled.

The cost per pupil is F 15.46.

Appropriations have been made for the

new Administration Building- of the Uni-

vei'sity of the Philippines. Work will

beg-in on this building- in the near future,

as well as on the new Nomnal Dormitory
for girls.

The young- men of the Methodist Dormi-
tory g-ave a reception to their friends at the

commodius new building- February third.

About three hundred young- men and
women were in attendance. Rev. J. L.

McLaug-hlin gave them a very pleasant

stereopticon trip through China.

The Methodist Pul)lishing House is

greatly enlarging its Book Store depart-

ment. A speciality will be made of relig-

ious books though many of the standard

works will also be carried. It is expected
that a large mail order business will be
conducted.

The Ellinwood Dormitory entertained

the champion Cebu Baseball team, and

many friends from the provinces during

the inter-scholastic meet. Mr. George
W. Dunlap of the Presbyterian Mission

trained the Cebu team that carried off

the honors of the field this year and last

year.

A great Sunday School Convention has

just been held in the Presbyterian and
Methodist Churches of Manila. Delegates

came in from nearly all of the provinc-

es and it was an inspiring sight to see so

many people vitally interested in building

up this branch of church work. The con-

vention was a success in every wav.

Duinng this month and the next most
of the churches will be busy with their

annual gatherings. The United Brethren

have recently held their Annual Confer-

ence at San Fernando. The Presbyter-

ians will meet at Dumaguete the first of

next month, while the Methodists will

convene in Manila March 7th. under the

leadership of Bishop Oldham.

The Methodist Dormitory was kept

busy during the Carnival period entertain-

ing' visiting students from the provinces.

Besides the eighty odd young men in the

institution the following teams were cared

for: The Leyte baseball team, the Bohol

track team, the Bulacan baseball team,

the Laguna baseball team, the Tarlac

baseball team, and the Ilocos Sur base-

ball team.

There are 200 pi^ovincial teachers at

government expense studying in the Phil-

ippine School of Arts & Trades, and the

Philippine Normal School. They will

return to their provinces after one year's

work especially fitted to teach some
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bram-li of industrial work. In tlie Trade

School alone there are •)34 students from
.'57 provinces. They will make thini;s

hum when they all j^et to work introduc-

in<j' new methods and means in the life of

the provinces.

The splendid oardens of the boys of the

variovis jiovernment schools won prizes

at the recent Exposition. The Normal
took first prizes for the best exhibit. The
largest eggplant was raised by Emelio

Garcia of the Normal School, the largest

cabbage was raised by Antonio Cruz of

Arayat, Pampanga, and the largest corn

by Mr. M. Hernandez of Iba, Zambales.

This shows that fine products may be

had all over the Islands if diligence is

given to the care of the jjlants.

CARNIVAL AND EXPOSITION
NOTES

The Manila Normal School has the best

school exhibit.

The decorations in the Exposition were

the best we have ever seen in the Phil-

ippines. All of the exhibits were most

creditable.

The C'ebuanos defeated the Waseda
(Japanese) in a beautiful game—one of

the prettiest of the meet.

One of the most curious things to for-

eigners was the sight of women of some

of the mountain tribes beating out the

cotton with sticks and weaving without

looms.

Lace making is becoming quite an in-

dustry, in many of the schools, and the

products of the year were nearly all sold.

When it is remembered that America
last year spent P90,000,000 for imported

lace on which a high duty was paid, it

would seein that lace making might be a

profitable vocation for many women of

the Philippines. The entire product could

be imported into America free of duty.

One young man learned pottery in the

Trade School of Manila in less than a year.

He returned to his home town and is turn-

ing" out excellent work and has no difficul-

ty in selling all that he can make.

Does it Pay? Average wage for labor-

ers is P15 per month.

Average wage for graduates of the Ma-
nila School of Arts and Trade is F50. In

•JO years the laborer would earn F5.400

while the graduate would earn Pr2,()00

Cost of educating the graduate F1,2U0.

A GREAT SUNDAY SCHOOL
CONVENTION
Harry Farmer.

The First Annual Sunday School Con-

vention of the Philip])ine Islands was

held in Manila, February 9-11. The morn-

ing sessions were held in the Tondo Pres-

byterian Church, and the evening sessions

in the Cervantes Methodist Episcopal

Church. This meeting will go down in

the history of the evangelical movement

in the Philippines as'marking a distinct

epoch in the progress of Bible study.

Each session was noted for the profound

interest and the intense enthusiasm for

every subject presented. There were 200

delegates in attendance from 14 different

provinces, as far north as Ilocos Norte

and as far south as Panay and Cebu. Be-

sides the regularly appointed delegates

there were hundreds of other visitors from

Manila and the nearby pueblos. These

delegates came from the Presbyterian

Church, the United Brethren Church, the

Disciples Church, the Baptist Church and

the Methodist Episcopal Chuix-h. Prac-

tically nothing was said about the differ-

ent church organizations, but much was

said about the uniform methods of Bible

study through the institution of the Sun-

day School. The first day was given over

to addresses of welcome and reports fi^om

the different officers and committees.

From many provinces came the report

that the Sunday Schools had doubled in

number and' membershij). Many of the

Bible Institutes held annually in the dif-

ferent provinces, give the entire after-

noon for ten days to a model Sunday

School. A number of special Sunday

School Institutes have been held, and one

Convention was brought together at Ilo-

ilo, for the Visayans, which was almost
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as lai'g'e as the Manila meeting". The
Literature Committee reported the pre-

l)aration of Sunday School lessons for the

year 1912 on the basis of the lessons pro-

vided by the International Sunday School

Association, and that these uniform les-

sons were used by practically every evan-

g'elical church in the Philippines. Spec-

ial programs had also been prepared for

use in the Sunday Schools to celebrate

Easter Day, Children's Day and Christ-

mas Day, and these were widely used. At
the second morning session, the time was
given over to a discussion of methods in

the Sunday School, and the duties of the

different officers and teachers. These dis-

cussions were engaged in by as many del-

egates as could g'et the floor in the limit-

ed time allotted, as many as five trying to

get the Chairman's attention at the same
time. At the Friday evening session,

there was an interesting address by Dr.

S. S. Hough, Missionary Secretary of the

United Brethren Church, of Dayton, Ohio.

On Saturday evening, the officers were
elected for the ensuing year, and the Life

of Esther and the Life of Samson were
shown by means of the Cinematograph.
The closing session was held on Sunday
"morning in the Cervantes Church, in the

form of a Model Sunday School. The
School was divided into Primary, Inter-

mediate and Adult Departments, and well

supitlied with teachers. Much interest

was shown in the review of the Superin-
tendent and the report of the Secretaries.

The officers for the coming- year are:

President, Emiliano Quijano; Vice-Pres-
idents, Guillermo Abella and Dr. P. J.

Lerigo; Secretaries, J. L. McLaughlin
and Harry Farmer: Treasurer, Geo. Wm.
Wright; Chairman Literature Committee,
M. W. Mumma. Each Province is re-

presented by a member on the Executive
Committee.

EDISON AND HIS MOTHER
Thomas A. Edison, the great inventor

and Wizard of electricity, said he was a
very careless boy, but his mother saved
him. She was firm, sweet and good in

her dealings with him. In school he did
not get along well and was always at the

foot of the class. His father thought he
was stupid, but his mother was sympathet-

ic and kind. One day he heard the

teacher tell the superintendent that Thom-
as was "addled". He burst out crying

and went home and told his mother about

it. Her love was aroused and her
pride was wounded. She took him back
to the school and told the teacher he did

not know what he was talking about.

From that time said Edison, "my pride

was aroused and I determined to do the

best I could and be worthy of the con-

fidence which my mother put in me. My
mother was the making of me. She
was so true, and I felt that I had someone
to live for and someone I must not disap-

point. Her memory will always be a

blessing to me."

THE KINO'S MESSENGER
MUST WAIT

At the main entrance doors of the H3Ui3
of Commons is still enacted a sc3ne that

recalls stern ceremonies of Elizabethan

days. When the King's messenger, the

Black Rod, approaches the House of

Commons, the doors are closed and lock-

ed in his face. He must knock three

times and bow three times with true hu-

mility of the common people—then, and
only then, will the King's message be

heai'd by the people's representatives in

Commons assembled. In such customs is

indicated the inherent purpose of the

House of Commons to insist upon its full

prerogative as the direct representative

of the common people from which the

creation of republics and democracies is

made possible. —National Magazine.

m
"Say, fellers, let me tell you

I'd be happy as a clam.

If I only was the feller

That my mother thinks I am.

She thinks I am a wonder,

And knows her litte lad

Could never mix with nothin'

That was ugly, mean or bad.

And lots of times I sit and think

How nice 'twould be. Gee whiz'

If a feller was the feller

His mother thinks he is."
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Our Southern Neighbors
(Continued from page 17)

tish possession of Sarawak. These Chi-

nese are largely Christians brouf>'ht direct-

ly to the colony from Foochow, China.

Particular attention is given in the schools

conducted by the mission, to instruction

that will give the students advancement

in agricultural jiursuits. The colony has

proven so successful, that a second is soon

to be established on similar lines, So

many of the members of the present col-

ony were Christians when they came to

Borneo, that a strong religious work has

been carried on from the start, and the

highest hopes are entertained that from

these colonies, Methodist mission work

will be widely extended.

n

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT
CHINA. BY BISHOP LEWIS

China is about the size of the United

States. The great wall running east and

west divides it into North and South

China, This wall stands as one of the

most gigantic efforts of man. It is eighty

feet wide at the base, forty feet at the

top and forty feet high. It is 1,200 miles

long and was built at the incredible rate

of one hundred miles a year. The United

States has ninety millions people. South-

ern China, with an area two-thirds as

great, has a population of 410 million,

more than one-fourth of the people of the

globe.

In prehistoric times the Chinese came
from Mesopotamia and settled in the rich

valleys at the head of the Yellow river.

They never have been a warlike poeple.

In all China 1 never have seen a monu-

ment to a soldier or to a military

achievement. The Chinese as a people

have three characteinstics; they are

great lovers of children; they are the

laborers of the east, working from the

stars in the morning to the stars at night;

they honor the scholar. When Abraham
was tending his flocks, China had the sys-

tem of promoting its public officials by a

system of examinations. It has taken

centuries for us to see the wisdom of their

idea and incorporate it in the system of

civil service.

In FAU'ope and America the drift of

population always has been to the west.

In China this drift has always been from

the noi^thwest to the southwest. Govern-

ment edicts have failed to stop this mov-

ement and today the Chinese are going to

Java and Borneo and the Malay Archi-

pelago by the thousands.

GIDEONS DISTRIBUTING BIBLES

The general public is quite well infor-

med regarding the exellent work done by

the "Gideons," as the members of the

Christian Travelers' Association are called,

who, while they act as the middle men of

commerce, hold forth the Word of life to

all with whom they come in contact. The

"Gideons" have now arranged for the

distribution of 100,000 Bibles in the hotels

of America. This order is said to be the

largest ever placed, and it forms part of a

national plan to place a Bible in every

hotel bedroom in the country. It is plan-

ned that 25,000 of these Bible—the largest

number ever shipped at one time— shall

reach San Francisco in season for the

Triennial C^onvention of the International

Sunday-school Association, which will be

held in the latter part of June. On the

fly-leaf of each Bible the following set of

suggestions will be pasted:

If lonesome or blue and friends untrue,

read Psalms 23 and 27; Luke 15.

If trade is poor, read Psalm 37: John 15.

If discouraged or in trouble, read Psalm

126; John 14.

If you are out of sorts, Hebrews 12.

If you are losing confidence in men, read

1 Cor. 13.

If skeptical, read John 6: 40; 7: 17; Phil.

2: 9, 11.

If you can't have your own way, read

James 3.

If tired of sin, read Luke 18: 35-43; 13:

9-14; John 9.

If very prosperous, read 1 Cor. 10: 12, 18.

Happy conclusions. Psalm 121; Matt. 6:

33; Rom. 12.

This is an honest, and should prove to

be a very successful, attempt to introduce

the essence of the gospel teaching into

the inmost texture of American commer-

cialism.
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LONGING FOR GOD
On the surface there is a strong', a

seemingly overwhelming flood of world-

liness and irreligion, but there are in-

dications of an undercurrent of unrest and
longing- for a definite faith and hope.

Pastoi's tell us that in their closer inter-

views with those who do not attend the

s.-'rvices they find a deep-seated longing- for

reality in si)iritual thing's. The heart de-

mands reality; it cannot be satisfied with

the negations. The actual world is real.

It has definite objects, it has a definite

spirit, but the more this definiteness is

realized the less satisfactory it is. As
years advance earlier hopes vanish; as we
go out nearer to the unseen the more the

soul demands solid ground for the feet.

The present mood demands very earnest

presentation of the realities of our faith,

as found in the knowledge of God and
(,'hrist and Christian experience. Ab-
stract doctrinal discussion in the pulpit has

little effect, for it does not speak to the

heart, it answers no longings. But in

Christ the world is reconciled to God.

Bring the soul into the jiresence of the

Cross and there is a response that otlier-

wise is not obtained Fresbyterian.

5^

Young Men in the Makiug
(Continued from pa£e 12)

Mathematics, Medicines and many others.

All these are products of the mind. Let
us aspire to the best use of our minds.

Nature has bestowed them upon us for

such a purpose.

An ordinary man stands up, and talks of

the wisdom of such and such a man. He
overlooks the fact that the one he admiras
is one of like abilities with himself. The
great men whom we revere for their

greatness or knowledge were not boi-n

with their greatness neither have they
found it by luck. They have struggled

manfully and patiently before acquiring
it. In this age of enlightenment and

.
opportunity, failui^e in obtaining an ed-

ucation is inexcusable. Make a way to

attend school and if it is impossible to do
so, possess books of eminent authors and
master them alongside with your Bible.

Let not Poverty and Hai^dship hinder you

• »»«9i»SS>SS»»»«9SS*»«»*»«»•
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from doing it. You should conquer them.

Franklin, Garfield, Lincoln and many
others were brouo'ht up very poor but

poverty was no barrier to them. They
foug-ht ajj^ainst it, strug-gfled for an educa-

tion and finally were victorious makini>-

for themselves o-i-eat names both in tlie

American and the world's history.

Last of all, spiritual training- is the

greatest and most important of all. It is

the most profound of wisdom. It is the

development of a man's highest nature

which elevates him above all other creat-

ures. By it, it is possible for man to come to

. the state of true peace and happiness of

the present life and the life to come.
The Divine Mascer said of it "Seek ye
.first the kingdom of God and his right-

eousness, and all these things shall be

added unto you." And again he said

"For what is a man profited if he shall

gain the whole world and loose his own
soul? or what shall a man give in exchange
for his soul?" So important and sacred as

it is, sad to say almost the whole world is

blind to this truth a'nd because it is a

hidden treasure to them they do not take

the pains to work for it. The man of the

world foolishly neglects this and puts his

whole being to the pursuits of temporal

things notwithstanding the fact that

these will soon perish and vanish away.

Truly, nations are cursed because of this

materialism.

What has been and is the result? The
world instead of progressing as it should

.
have done has been hindered because of

the demoralized conditions which befell

it—such as slavery, oppression, hatred

and pride which so developed between
tribes and nations that they ended in

wars which almost made the world one

battlefield. Let us overcome this great

fault by learning of Him, the Christ, the

Teacher of teachers, the King of kings

and the Lord of lords and become his

disciples. Love him above all others.

Serve Him with all your mind, with all

your heart and with all your strength.

Plato the gi-eat philosopher has left us

the sublime words ''We ought to become
like God as far as this is possible and to

become like Him is to be hoh', just and
wise".

ANILA NOVELTY WaRM
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In conclusion let me say this. Awrtl-c.

Take the hammer in your own hand and

begin to work. Work hard. Put your

whole soul into it. Build a noble and

grand edifice which will far excell in

height New York City's lofty towers, in

size Egypt's massive pyramids in magniri-

cience the splendid monuments of Paris,

thus erect the building of your young man-

hood."

Then shall each of us be qualified to-

perform the great and noble task for our

native land and with Rizal, the father of

our country say "Dreams of my child-

hood and youth and dreams of my strong

young manhood. What were they all but

,
to see thou gem of the Orient ocean.

Tearless, thine eyes so deep, unb?nt thy

sweet forehead."

"PAULINO"
{'Continued from page ISj

but an ignorante. and I will now show you

what will be your own future punishment

for your vile conduct."

Stand back, all of you," he commanded,

for the house and the yard were filled with

people who had been attracted by the

comm^otion. "Bring the fire, muchacho."

and out into the yard he went with th6

book, followed by the boy with the earthen

fire-pot from the kitchen. "Make the fire

hot," he commanded, and the boy obe-

diently piled it with small sticks and dry

wood.

"I will now teach you all a lesson for

the profit of your souls," proclaimed the

priest. "You have seen this act of a her-

etic, I will cause you to see the fate of

the book and its owner," and with these

words, he tore the book page from page

and threw its leaves upon the fire until

all were consumed. Then without another

word, he strode solemnly away to the

church.

Across the street from the house of Va-

leriano, lived Simeon, the treasvirer of the

town, and in his own opinion as well as

that of his neighbors he was a very im-

portant man. He knew too much to be

caught in any such mishap as had fallen

Established 1898
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ui3on Valeriano, and he also knew a tlnnj>'

or two about the cholera. In the lot in

front of his hovise, he built a chai)el to

San Ruque. Inside he placed an expensive
imajj-e of the saint, before which he burned
raany candles and said many prayers, and
he assured his neig'hbors that the way to

keep away the scourge was to stand well

with the saint.

For a time it looked as if Simeon were
right about it, for on both sides of his

house thei^e were victims, but the plague

did not touch him nor his. He laughed
at the pest and went his haughty way.

But in an evil hour the cholera claimed

his youngest child, and in a few hours,

the brown eyed C^hiquita was no more.

The next day but one her eight year old

brother followed her, and the poor father

was distracted. There was no mirth nor

jeers now. He doubled the number- of

his candles and prayers, and lived in

hourly dread of the unseen hand that might
at any moment strike down his wife or

himself. His desolate house was silent as

the grave except that the mother was
weeping for her children which were not.

The week following, his wife was taken,

and he was left with no one to share his

grief. This was the last blow in the pro-

cess that reversed all the motives of the

man's conduct, and on the day after the

funeral, he tore down the chapel and threw

the image into the street, and, as one of

the neighbors reported, the language he

used to the saint was something not to be

repeated. The bitter soul of the stricken

man was full to bursting, and he vowed

never again to enter a church nor listen

to the padre.

This vow he ever afterward kept, and

he was also deaf to any message of sym-

pathy or comfort from his friends. As for

the new truth, he would listen to none of

it. He had drunk from a poisoned spring,

and the heart of the man was dead. From
henceforth he was an Ishmaelite with his

hand against every man, and in the course

of time, the old tale wasi^e-told, and every

man's hand was against him.

(Continued in March Observer)

THE
CHINA MUTUAL LIFE

INSURANCE CO.,

LIMITED.

Financial Position, May SI, 1911.

Su])scribed Capital P 602,409.60

Paid Up Capital „ 60,240.96

Insurance in Force ,, o.5,7o6,348.20

Total Assets „ 8,921,322.62

Insurance Fund „ 8,602,455.00

Total Income „ 3,489,823.20

Prospectuses and rates may be had

on application.

«/. F. Bromfield
Agency Manager.

25 Echague Manila, P. I.

iFOUNTAiN PENsf
<^ <»
<$> <»
<$> <S>

I You can afford to buy the |
^ "Squib" Fountain Pen because ^
^ the price is low and the Quality ^

I is high.

I Price P5.00 Postage 6 ctvos |
^ ^ <»
^ F4.00 ,. ,, <S>

<s> <»

<s> ^ ^
^ Cutout this add and send us with ^
^ price and postage together with your ^
^ name and address. If the Pen is not ^
^ satisfactory return it to us and we ^
^ will return your money. <g>

I MEIHOOIST POBLISHIIG iOSE |

I No, 8 Isia k Romero, I
<$> <^

^ <s>

<s> ^



Desks



TELEPBTONE 129

ELSER, GALLON & CO
105 CALLE ESCOLTA

INSURANCE AQENTS

LIFE

ACCIDENT
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You are making a mistake if you do not adver-

tise in the OBSERVER. This magazine is getting a
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